
     JAL PUBLIC SCHOOLS PLANS CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AND MAJOR       

                                                           RENOVATIONS AT JAL HIGH SCHOOL 

The Jal Board of Education voted at their last School Board meeting to ask the voters of the district to support 

implementation of the district’s “Facilities Master Plan” which will require up to $47,000,000.  Registered voters in 

the Jal District will go to the voting polls on February 3, 2015 and will vote yes or no on the question of allowing Jal 

Schools to borrow funds for the planned projects. 

The Jal Board of Education initiated in April of 2014 the process of improving the school facilities by asking that a 

“Facilities Master Plan” be developed.  Visions In Planning Inc. was hired by the district as a facility planning 

consultant.  Colleen Martinez, a licensed architect/planner, guided the process of evaluating all of the school’s 

facilities and utilized a committee of 22 Jal residents for input.  The Facilities Committee began meeting on June 7, 

2014 to identify the type of facilities needed for current and future needs and to assess how our current facilities 

match up against the determined needs.  The committee of 22 finalized their recommendations for improved 

facilities in September for presentation to the Jal Board of Education in October.  The Board voted unanimously to 

support the recommendations of the “Facilities Master Plan Committee,” which included: 

1. Replace Jal Elementary School with a new school. 

2. Renovate the main building at Jal High School. 

3. Create a Middle School, grades 6-8, on the high school campus. 

4. Renovate the Main Gym & Old Gym. 

5. Renovate Central Administration Building. 

6. Renovate or replace natatorium to be determined after an engineering study is conducted. 

7. Replace high school cafeteria & construct a student commons area. 

The projected cost of the seven proposed projects is $46,639,394.  This includes construction costs, design costs, 

applicable taxes and furnishings.   

Approval of the election on February 3 will result in a tax increase for property owners.  The increase will be 

approximately $2.65 per each $1,000 of net taxable value of property.  A property owner can figure their tax by 

looking at their latest property tax bill and noting the “net taxable value”.  As an example, if the full value of a 

home is $90,000 this would mean that the “net taxable value” is $30,000.  The tax increase will be $6.63 per 

month or about the price of a coke each week.  The reason for the small tax increase for local home owners is 

because most of the bond will be paid by the oil & gas industry, it is estimated that over $42 million of the total will 

be paid by industry.   

The Jal Board of Education is committed to education excellence and providing outstanding school facilities is part 

of that mission.  Jal has never had a tax base at the level that it is currently, therefore, the Board believes this is the 

time to provide school facilities that will improve instructional opportunities and will showcase the pride that Jal 

has in its schools.  Jal’s school buildings range in age from the oldest being 73 years to the newest being 38 years.  

The last major remodel or addition was 38 years ago.  Changes in instruction, normal wear and tear and an 

increasing enrollment (25.4% in the last five years) has resulted in a serious need for upgrading Jal’s school 

facilities.   

Passage of the “tax question” on February 3 will allow the school district to sell bonds for the first phase of 

construction.  Selling of the bonds will be structured to insure that the modest tax increase is not exceeded.   


